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He taught me many things, } .
st of all that Senator Zapanta’s crime —
mo b
the crime he uncovered and was Jjailed for
— was monumental. Senator Zapanta stopped a
nation in its tracks. He stopped our country
making progress. Worse than that even, he
gave other countries an excuse to stop help-
ing us. For the millions he took, how many

millions did he prevent even being offered?
Worse, worse ‘even than that

— he reassured
other politicians, officers,

clerks, teachers,
neighbours that to steal is to
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started by always taking me down with him.
Then — one day, three years ago — he gave
me the key, and the combination, and sent me
down alone. He would change the combination
after every trip, of course -— so there was
never any danger of me visiting the vault
without permission. I came to see that he
only used five sets of numbers. He had five
sons, so he used the birthdays of his boys.
He thought I was too stupid to memorize
numbers, and the key — he knew — could not
e o

ept notes, and

memorized them, and worked out the variati
ions

of numbers.
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thermostat twice, and mended it again. When

someone suggested we call in the repair man,

I told my friends - that:-I’d -run-.out -of
patience and would buy a new one myself, out
of my own wages. The housekeeper promised she
would try to make it a house purchase, but I
told her tha.f in this hot country we needed
a reliable fridge, and I would not wait.
The housekeeper trusted me. The guards
trusted me. The thing I worried about most
was that once I’°d filled the fridge with
money, we’d be stopped at the gate and
searched — we are routinely searched, of
course. But I was José Angelico, with the
right papers, and there were delivery
vehicles go‘?ing in'a',nd out all morning, and
I’d wrapped the thiné in plastic and roped it
ready for loading. We sailed through.
Getting the monmey from the vault to the
fridge? It took two trips. 1 ©BOS° -
Thursday, which is when [ pull all the BOUS®”
& vash together for the dumP pecs










