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During the summer the daytime temperature hovers around l_nnety.-ﬁve degrees in
the shade—if you can find any shade. There’s not much shade in a big dry lake,

The only trees are two old oaks on the eastern edge of thp “lake.” A hammock is
stretched between the two trees, and a log cabin stands behind that.

The campers are forbidden to lie in the hammock. [t belongs to the Warden, The
Warden owns the shade.

Out on the lake, rattlesnakes and scorpions find shade under rocks and in the holes
dug by the campers.

Here’s a good rule to remember about rattlesnakes and scorpions: If you don’t
bother them, they won’t bother you.

Usually.

Being bitten by a scorpion or even a rattlesnake is not
the worst thing that can happen to you. You won’t die.
Usually.
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An extract from Holes by Louis Sach




