Paragraphs &
Sub-headings



What is a Paragraph?

In fiction texts, paragraphs are used to show when a writer has changed time,
place or argument, or when there is a new speaker.
When they do this, they will start a new paragraph.

New

‘Daddy,” she said, ‘do you think you could buy me a
speaker book?”

A book? he said. “‘What d’you want a flaming book
for?
“To read, Daddy.’

‘What’s wrong with the telly, for heaven’s sake?

We've got a lovely telly with a twelve-inch screen and
now you come asking for a book! You're getting

spoiled, my girl!’

Nearly every weekday afternoon Matilda was left

alone in the house. Her brother (five years older than

T' her) went to school. Her father went to work and her
lme mother went out playing bingo in a town eight miles

away. Mrs Wormwood was hooked on bingo and

c hang e played it five afternoons a week. On the afternoon of

the day when her father had refused to buy her a book,
Matilda set out all by herself to walk to the public
library in the village. When she arrived, she introduced
herself to the librarian, Mrs Phelps. She asked if
she might sit awhile and read a book. Mrs Phelps,
slightly taken aback at the arrival of such a tiny girl
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unaccompanied by a parent, nevertheless told her she
was very welcome.

“Where are the children’s books please?” Matilda
asked.

“They’re over there on those lower shelves,” Mrs.
Phelps told her. “Would you like me to help you find a
nice one with lots of pictures in it?”
thank you,” Matilda said. “I'm sure I can

From every afternoon, as soon as her
mother had left for bingo, Ntk ild toddle down

to the library. The walk took only ten minutesa

allowed her two glorious hours sitting quietly by herself

in a cosy corner devouring one book after another.

When she had read every single children’s book in the

place, she started wandering round in search of some-
thing else.

Mrs. Phelps, who had been watching her with
fascination for the past few weeks, now got up from her
desk and went over to her. “Can I help you, Matilda?”
she asked.

“I'm v lering what to read next,” Matilda said.
“T've finished all (he Thritebeeris books.”

“You mean you've looked at the pictn

“Yes, but I've read the books as well.”

Mrs. Phelps looked down at Matilda from her great
ht and Matilda looked right back up at her.

“I thought some were very poor,” Matilda said, “but
others were lovely. I liked The Secret Garden best of all. Tt
was full of mystery. The mystery of the room behind
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Place
change

New
speaker

Paragraphs are separated bg beginning a new line and indenting
the ﬁrst part o_f the sentence.
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What is a Paragraph?

In non-fiction texts, a paragraph is a group of sentences, which is written
about the same idea or topic.
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In a non-fiction text, we usuallg see a line space between each paragraph.

A subheading is often used before each paragraph or group of paragraphs,
telling us what it will be about.



Why Do We Use Paragraphs?

To show a new
speaker (fiction texts).

To show the author has
changed time, place or
argument.

To explain or
describe an idea in
detail.

Paragraphs

To organise what
is being explained
In a text.

To group ideas
together.

To make the text
easier to read.



Non-Fiction Texts: Sub-Headings

Headings are used to show

i ?
What are headings: what a page is about.

Sub-headings are used to
What are sub-headings? show what a paragraph is
about.

The heading is the main title of a text.

A sub-heading is a heading for a paragraph or a group
of paragraphs in a text.

Sub-headings can often be written as a question e.g.
Where Do Hedgehogs Live?




Sub-Headings

They are helpful because they help
the reader to find the information
they need, quickly.

They do not need to be read
from beginning to end.

Theg can be read when
sklmmlng or scann'mg a text.

Headings and sub-headings

are usually capitalised.



Using Paragraphs

The following non-fiction text does not have paragraphs to sort the
ideas. Discuss with an adult where you think the topic changes and
where a new paragraph should start:

Frogs are amphibians, which mean that they can live both on land and in the
water. They are cold-blooded which means that their bodies are the same
temperature as the air. When they get cold, they need to lie in the sun to warm
up and when they get too warm, they need to go into the water or find a shady
place to cool down. Frogs are found all over the world. They are found in every
climate and on all continents except Antarctica. They are often found near any
source of fresh water but they prefer water which does not move very quickly.
Smaller frogs eat flies and insects, especially crickets. Larger frogs can eat mice!
Frogs do not need to drink because they absorb water through their skin.

How many paragraphs could we split this piece
of text into?




Using Paragraphs — ANSWERS!

The text could be split into 3 paragraphs as shown below:

As this is a non-fiction text, can you think of a good sub-heading to
tell the reader what each paragraph is about?

Frogs are amphibians, which mean that they can live both on land and in the water. They
are cold-blooded which means that their bodies are the same temperature as the air. When
they get cold, they need to lie in the sun to warm up and when they get too warm, they
need to go into the water or find a shady place to cool down.

Frogs are found all over the world. They are found in every climate and on all continents
except Antarctica. They are often found near any source of fresh water but they prefer
water which does not move very quickly.

Smaller frogs eat flies and insects, especially crickets. Larger frogs can eat mice! Frogs do
not need to drink because they absorb water through their skin. —




Sub-Headings — ANSWERS!

You may have come up with sub-headings like these:

What Are Frogs? OR Frogs:

Frogs are amphibians, which mean that they can live both on land and in the water. They
are cold-blooded which means that their bodies are the same temperature as the air. When
they get cold, they need to lie in the sun to warm up and when they get too warm, they
need to go into the water or find a shady place to cool down.

Where Are Frogs Found? OR Frog Habitats:

Frogs are found all over the world. They are found in every climate and on all continents
except Antarctica. They are often found near any source of fresh water but they prefer
water which does not move very quickly.

What Do Frogs Eat? OR Frog Diets:
Smaller frogs eat flies and insects, especially crickets. Larger frogs can eat mice! Frogs do
not need to drink because they absorb water through their skin.




