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The Lhotse Face o
At the head of the Western Cwm lay their nexc great challenge,
a treacherously steep ice slope known as the Lhotse Face. To ensure the
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supplies could be carried up the 4.000-foot (1,220-metre) slope safely. 4 HeMEay Mol nqu:u<”z¢ ') L\ The South Col
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up it, The work was thwarted by illness, heavy snow and extreme cold. But above all, continually swept by fierce winds so powerful that to Tenzing they sounded like
‘the roar of a thousand cigers’. At 26,000 feet (7,925 metres), the climbers had
now entered the Death Zone, At such a height, the concentration of oxygen in the

> atmosphere Is so low that nothing can live for any length of time — not even with

lack of oxygen eroded the men's abilicy to move and even think properly. One of the team. el

George Lowe, later said, ‘| chought | was going extremely well, in Fact I was staggering about
like a man in a dream.” With the monsoon season closing in, Hunt was worried that slow progress
on the Lhorse Face would scupper the expedition. But somehow the team forced a way up. ‘It was a i
performance.” Hunt later said, ‘that should go down in mountaineering history.” B

supplementary oxygen. It was from here that a smaller team would now attempt !
SN
the summit, And that team would have to make their move ouickly. > |



