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At the moment we are living through a very big time in history. I have seen how different 

projects are recording these events so that future generations can understand these 

momentous times.  

How are you and your family recording the things you are all doing? Can you research other 

projects that are recording events? 

Below is a maths activity that was carried out in 1986. You can find out more about it by 

visiting the BBC website: http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/story 

 

 

Above are two sets of data that were gathered by school children in 1986 for what was 

called the Domesday Project.   This project took place throughout the U.K. celebrating 900 

years since the Domesday Book.    

So, in the data you see what two schools found out about the pets owned by some of the 

children.  The Domesday Project took place in the early days of computers and so there 

were not many ways to display the information.  

Here is a collection of seven such surveys which you can download as a pdf (data.pdf). 

These seven include the two above.  Have a good look at them.  You could focus on just the 

two above or on all seven. 

What did the various school children find out? 

These seven schools were all from very different areas of the UK.  Does that surprise 

you?  How might that have affected the data? 

What differences do you notice in the ways that the data is displayed? 

Which survey do you think is presented in the best way?  Why? 

Which survey do you think is not presented in a helpful way?  Why?  
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