
Planet Earth’s Tectonic Plates – A Fact File 

Earthquakes and volcanoes are generally always found at plate boundaries (where one 

tectonic plate meets another tectonic plate). Tectonic plates are like giant rafts made 

from solid rock that slowly move around. The black lines show where they are. They 

move due to the changes in heat from the mantle, the level below. The mantle is much 

hotter than the crust and its rock is molten. At the boundaries between plates, molten 

magma is able to force its way to the surface and escape as lava, the beginnings of a 

volcano. 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

The brown sections show the plates, white arrows 

show the movment. 

 

 



 


